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SECOND  1 894-S  DIME  ACQUIRED! 


It  was  a  great  pleasure  near  the  end  of 
last  year  when,  outbidding  a  large  field  of 
collectors  and  dealers  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  we  purchased  at  auction  the 
"Empire'1  specimen  of  the  1894-S  dime.  This 
coin  is  now  a  part  of  one  of  America  s  fin¬ 
est  collections. 

Fortunate,  indeed,  is  the  dealer  who  can 
offer  one  1 894-S  dime  in  a  lifetime.  We  are 
now  proud  to  offer  another  I894-S  dime; 
the  second  specimen  we  have  handled  within 
a  year!  The  specimen  here  offered,  one  of 
six  or  seven  known  specimens  remaining 
from  the  twenty-four  coined  in  1894,  is 
the  specimen  originally  sold  to  James  Stack 
from  the  collection  of  John  Clapp.  Like  its 
predecessor,  the  Empire'"  coin,  it  is  bril¬ 
liant  uncirculated.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  one  of  the  very  rarest  of  United 
States  coins — an  opportunity  which  may 
not  be  repeated  for  a  long  time.  Serious 
inquiries  invited. 


Thank  you  for  all  the  nice  letters  and 
comments  received  about  our  first  issue  of 
EMPIRE  TOPICS.  It  must  be  popular  as 
some  requested  as  many  as  three  additional 
copies!  Incidentally,  we  will  continue  to  send 
out  copies  from  our  supply  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  extras.  If  you  would  like  an  extra  copy 
of  Issue  No.  1  or  would  like  one  for  a 
friend,  let  us  know. 

Sales  from  EMPIRE  TOPICS  No.  1  were 
excellent.  We're  sorry  we  didn't  have  sev¬ 
eral  dozen  Confederate  restrike  half  dollars 
in  stock,  or  for  that  matter,  a  few  more 
Hard  Times  Tokens  or  rolls  of  1916-D 
dimes.  Interest  was  strong  in  all  series.  Even 


colonials,  which  are  usually  neglected,  re¬ 
ceived  great  interest.  Check  our  extensive 
listing  of  colonials  in  this  issue. 

We  received  our  first  copy  of  the  new 
12th  edition  "Guidebook  several  weeks 
ago.  Prices,  following  the  market  trend, 
show  a  steady  increase.  Price  changes  were 
most  noticeable  in  the  proofs;  particularly 
the  Barber  series  where  increases  in  some 
instances  were  100%.  All  series  showed  a 
general  advance.  That's  the  way  it  goes 
when  there  is  an  ever-increasing  demand 
and  a  diminishing  supply.  Rare  coins  will 
never  be  any  cheaper. 

Features  such  as  "From  Our  Research  De¬ 
partment  and  our  "Coin  Quiz  received 
much  attention.  As  soon  as  the  write-up  of 
the  new  Massachusetts  cent  variety  Ryder 
4-J  appeared  several  specialists  in  the  series 
called  wanting  to  buy  it1  This  subsequently 
resulted  in  the  cent  finding  a  home  in  a 
fine  New  Jersey  collection  of  colonial  coins. 
We  received  quite  a  few  numismatic  ques¬ 
tions  from  our  readers.  Some  of  these  are 
printed  in  question  and  answer  form  in  this 
issue.  If  we  can  be  of  assistance  in  ansv.  er- 
ing  a  numismatic  problem  or  question,  do 
not  hesitate  to  write.  Questions  of  reader 
interest  will  be  printed  in  EMPIRE  TOPICS. 
Some  said  the  Coin  Quiz"  last  issue  was 
too  difficult.  It  seems  the  questions  most 
often  missed  were  No.  1  and  No.  5.  What 
did  you  think?  Give  the  quiz  in  this  issue 
a  try. 
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We  invite  you  to  avail  yourself  today 
of  the  services  offered  by  Empire  Coin 
Company : 

•  Large  stock  of  U.  S.  coins  constantly 
maintained. 

-  Complete  line  of  numismatic  supplies. 

-  Complete  research  and  reference  fa¬ 
cilities. 

Be  sure  to  stop  at  the  Empire  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  bourse  table  at  all  of  the  large  re¬ 
gional  and  national  conventions.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  seeing  old  friends  and 
meeting  new  ones  at  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  convention  in  Los  An¬ 
geles.  An  invitation  is  extended  also  to 
visit  our  offices  whenever  you  are  in  the 
New  York  State  area. 

In  addition  to  our  regular  offering  of 
choice  and  rare  items  in  the  regular  United 
States  series  this  issue  of  EMPIRE  TOPICS 
features  a  nice  selection  of  American  colo¬ 
nial  and  state  coins.  A  nice  group  of  en¬ 
cased  postage  stamps  may  also  be  of  inter¬ 
est.  Look  this  issue  over  carefully.  There 
is  something  for  everyone. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  READERS 

1  recently  purchased  an  1878  shield  nickel 
in  very  fine  condition.  According  to  the 
"Guidebook”  1878  nickels  were  struck  in 
proof  only.  Is  my  coin  a  proof  which  was 
"spent"  or  did  they  coin  1878  nickels  for 
circulation  ? 

The  absence  of  proof  surface  or  uncir¬ 
culated  lustre  from  your  very  fine  coin  pre¬ 
cludes  the  possibility  of  being  able  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  coin  was  originally 
uncirculated  or  whether  it  was  in  proof  con¬ 
dition.  We  have  seen  a  number  of  "semi- 
proof"  1878  nickels.  These,  while  having 
the  outward  appearance  of  an  uncirculated 
coin,  have  a  considerable  amount  of  proof 
surface;  a  situation  not  unlike  the  branch 
mint  "proofs"  sometimes  encountered  in 
the  Barber  1892-1916  series  of  silver  coins. 
The  best  test  perhaps  for  a  proof  1 878 
nickel  is  the  edge.  All  specimens  we  have 
seen  have  the  characteristic  edge  of  a  proof 
— full  proof  surface.  The  edges  of  uncircu¬ 
lated  shield  nickels  have  a  dull  or  frosted 
appearance.  Like  the  lS^S  nickel,  the  1 8“8 
nickel  three  cent  piece  often  appears  in 
fine,  very  fine,  or  similar  condition  indi¬ 
cating  circulation.  They  also  come  with  a 
semi-proof  surface.  Perhaps  the  proofs 
which  were  not  sold  to  collectors  were  used 
as  specie.  The  other  possibility  is  that  speci¬ 
mens,  non-proofs,  were  struck  for  circula¬ 
tion.  This  almost  certainly  seems  to  be  the 
case  for  the  1864  half  dimes  which,  al¬ 
though  supposedly  coined  only  in  proof, 
exist  in  uncirculated  condition.  The  discov¬ 
ery  of  an  1878  nickel  in  uncirculated  con¬ 
dition  lacking  the  characteristics  of  a  proof 
would  substantiate  this. 


1  read  a  reference  to  a  large  cent  of  1822 
counterstamped  with  the  bust  of  Washing¬ 
ton  on  one  side  and  the  bust  of  Lafayette 
on  the  other.  Why  was  this  cent  so  counter- 
stamped?  Is  it  rare? 

When  General  Lafayette  revisited  the 
L'nited  States  in  1821  dies  for  an  appropri¬ 
ate  medal  were  cut  by  C.  C.  Wright.  One 
face  of  the  medal  bears  the  portrait  of 
Washington  facing  left.  Surrounding  him 
is  the  inscription,  GENERAL  WASHING¬ 
TON.  The  other  face  portrays  Lafayette 
facing  to  the  right.  The  inscription  is 
GENERAL  LAFAYETTE  1824.  At  the  time 
the  dies  were  used  to  countermark  the 
centers  of  contemporary  large  cents.  The 
date  most  often  found  is  1822.  In  addition 
to  T.  James  Clarke  #190  and  the  Foster 
type  coin  (Lot  #1227  in  the  November, 
1956  Michigan  State  convention  sale)  we 
have  seen  about  three  or  four  other  cents 
of  1822  with  the  counterstamp.  We  have 
heard  of  a  cent  of  1823,  supposedly  in 
uncirculated  condition,  thusly  marked,  and 
have  in  our  stock  a  cent  of  1820  with  the 
Washington- Lafayette  stamp.  F.  G.  Duffield 
knew  of  cents  of  the  years  1816,  1817,  1818, 
1822,  and  1823;  dimes  of  1820,  1821,  and 
1822;  and  a  half  dollar  of  1824  with  the 
stamp.  In  addition  to  a  cent  of  1822  the 
Charles  Foster  type  collection  offered  the 
1824  half  dollar  —  perhaps  the  only  one 
known.  The  Foster  1824  half  dollar  had 
earlier  appeared  in  B.  Max  Meld's  1944 
sale  of  the  Roach  collection. 

We  have  seen  several  instances  of  the 
countermarked  cents  bringing  over  $100. 
Clarkes  1822  realized  $160.00  to  a  dealer 
in  April,  1956.  Our  best  estimates  would 
be  as  follows  for  the  values  of  Washington- 
Lafayette  counterstamped  coins;  Cents  $100 
to  $200;  Dimes  $150-$250;  1824  half  dollar 
$500.00. 


How  rare  is  the  1922  cent  variety  with¬ 
out  the  "D"  mintmark?  1  note  in  your  first 
issue  of  "Empire  Topics"  that  you  will  pay 
ten  times  the  Guidebook  price  for  an  un¬ 
circulated  specimen. 

The  1922  Lincoln  cent  without  any  trace 
of  a  mintmark  is  extremely  rare,  particularly 
in  top  preservation.  A  brilliant  uncirculated 
1922  cent  in  our  Penn-New  York  Auction 
a  year  ago  sold  for  $160.00.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  other  specimens  appearing  on  the 
market  since  that  time.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  12th  edition  Guidebook  now' 
lists  the  1922  at  $100.00  in  uncirculated 
condition  as  ooposed  to  a  $10.00  listing  in 
the  11th  edition.  In  conditions  below  un¬ 
circulated  the  1922  cent  is  rare,  though  not 
extremely  rare.  Judging  from  the  number  ot 
specimens  that  pass  through  our  hands  the 
1922  cent  is  at  least  ten  times  rarer  in 
circulated  condition  than  either  the  1909-8 
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V-D.B.  or  the  I914-D  cent.  Its  appeal  to 
collectors  is  limited  by  the  fact  that  the 
1922  cent  is  only  a  variety  of  the  I922-D 
cent  as  none  (as  far  as  is  known)  were 
coined  in  Philadelphia.  1922  broken  D 
(mintmark  partially  visible)  cents  are  scarce 
and  usually  bring  a  premium  above  the 
perfect  mintmark  specimens. 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  Preference  given  to  cash  orders.  Remit¬ 
tance  by  check  or  money  order  preferred. 
Approvals  to  those  who  have  established 
credit  or  give  satisfactory  references.  The 
usual  three-day  approval  and  return  pe¬ 
riod  applies. 

2.  Prompt  refund  given  on  all  unfilled  or¬ 
ders.  No  credit  slips  or  deferred  pay¬ 
ments.  Second  choices  will  be  appreciated 
and  will  only  be  used  when  the  first  item 
requested  has  been  sold. 

3-  No  minimum  order.  We  pay  postage  and 
insurance  costs  on  all  orders,  regardless 
of  size.  Orders  airmailed  outside  of  the 
Pennsylvania-New  York  area. 

1.  All  items  are  guaranteed  to  be  as  rep¬ 
resented.  If  for  any  reason  you  find  an 
item  to  be  unsatisfactory,  a  refund  will 
be  cheerfully  given.  We  want  all  of  our 
customers  to  be  fully  satisfied  with  their 
purchases. 

5.  Address  all  correspondence  to:  Empire 
Coin  .Company.  Inc..  252  Main  Street. 
Johnson  City.  N.  Y. 


COLONIAL  AND  STATE  COINAGE 

The  response  to  our  small  offering  of 
colonial  and  state  coins  in  PMPIRF.  TOPICS 
*'  was  so  great  that  we  are  expanding  the 
offering  in  this  issue  to  include  additional 
colonial  coins  as  well  as  an  extensive  offer¬ 
ing  of  attributed  state  coins.  More  and 
more  collectors  are  learning  of  the  fascina¬ 
tion  that  our  early  American  coins  hold. 
Most  colonial  and  state  coins  are  inexpen¬ 
sive;  particularly  the  state  coinage.  Hun- 
dreds  of  various  types  and  varieties  may  be 
purchased  cheaply;  many  under  ten  dollars. 
The  Standard  Catalog  of  United  States 
Coins  available  from  us  for  $6.00  and 
S.  S.  Crosby's  unequalled  Early  Coins  of 
America,  381  pp.,  the  reprint  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  IS  ^  work  for  $19.00  provide  interest¬ 
ing  reading  in  the  colonial  field.  Crosby's 
reference  written  over  seventy-five  years  ago 
still  remains  definitive. 

Want  lists  of  colonials  and  state  coinage 
aie  invited  from  serious  collectors. 

Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
1652  Oak  tree  shilling.  NEW  ENG¬ 
LAND  AN  DOM.  Variety  Noe 
#1.  Good  -  Very  Good  .  $  35.00 


1652  Oak  tree  shilling.  Noe  #10. 

Good— Very  Good,  scarce  .  35.00 

1652  Pine  tree  shilling.  Large  plan- 
chet,  however  this  specimen  suf¬ 
fers  from  clipping  around  the 

edge.  Fine  .  37.50 

1652  Pine  tree  shilling.  Small  plan- 
chet.  Noe  #19.  VF  obverse,  VG 

reverse  .  -45.00 

Maryland 

Idler  copy  of  the  rare  penny  or 
denarium.  Proof  6.00 

N.  J. — Mark  Newby 

Mark  Newby  halfpenny  (1678)  VG  10.00 
Mark  Newby  farthings,  also  believed 
to  have  been  struck  in  1678.  Var¬ 
ious  varieties  Good  $5,  VG .  7.50 


Rosa  Americana 

1723  Rosa  Americana  penny.  Fine 
$8.00;  VF  .  .  12.00 

Hibernia  Coinage 

1723  Wood’s  halfpenny.  Brilliant 
blazing  red,  uncirculated.  Could 
hardly  be  excelled.  Extremely  rare 
in  this  state  of  preservation  ....  45.00 

1723  Farthing.  Very  fine  .  8.50 

Virginia 


1773  Virginia  halfpennies.  Bright  red 
uncirculated,  $13.50  each.  Various 
attributed  Newman  varieties  avail¬ 
able  on  request. 

Vermont 

VERMONT'S.  RES.  PUBLICA/rev. 
STELLA  QUARTA  DEC1MA. 

Ryder  42.  Sun  rising  behind  moun¬ 
tain  with  eight  trees.  Ray  points 
at  period  after  RES.  One  long  ray 
points  at  the  Q  on  the  reverse. 

Good  $6.00:  VG-Fine  $15.00, 

Fine  .  20.00 

New  York 

1787  1MMUNIS  COLUMBIA,  eagle 
reverse.  Very  Good  with  slight 

mint  clip  on  right  obv.  edge  .  20.00 

Connecticut 

The  following  group  of  Connecticut  cents 
aie  attributed  to  Miller  numbers  taken  from 
"The  State  Coinage  of  Connecticut'  by 
Henry  C.  Miller.  1919.  The  rarity  ratings 
are  Miller's  own  ranging  from  (C)  for 
common  to  R-6,  unique  or  nearly  so.  R-6 
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on  the  Miller  scale  corresponds  to  R-x  on 
tile  Sheldon  quantitative  scale.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  following  coins  runs  from  Good 
to  Very  Fine  with  the  average  being  Very 
Good.  We  will  send  the  highest  condition 
in  stock  at  the  time  your  order  is  received. 
If.  for  any  reason,  you  are  not  satisfied  with 
a  purchase  feel  free  to  return  it  without 
obligation.  We  will  allow  a  10%  discount 
on  all  orders  of  Connecticut  cents  totaling 
Si 0.00  or  more.  On  orders  totaling  $50.00 
or  more  we  will  allow  a  15%  discount. 


1785  Miller  variety  3*-A3.  Rarity  3  3.50 

1785  }'-L,  R-4  .  ..  6.50 

1 785  i'-F-'.  R-3  .  i  on 

1785  -T-P1,  R- 1  .  4.50 

1785  4  -A  ,  R-5  . .  '.no 

1785  4*1-0,  R-4  . .  7.00 

1785  *> 1  -F  R-4  . . .  7.00 

1785  ft'-A1,  R-3  .  6.75 

1785  6--F1,  R-4  .  8.00 

1785  6  -G1,  R-5  7.00 

rxs  64-1,  R-3  .  4.00 

1785  7*-D.  R-5  head  of  1786  20.00 

1786  2 FA,  R-3  Small  bust  right. 

ETL1B  INDE  Newburgh  mint  ...  17.50 

1786  s'-H1.  R-5  .  7.50 

I  786  5  -I,  R-5  .  5.50 

1786  53-N,  R-3.  Hercules  head  ...  9.00 

1786  5  i-o.  R-2  .  6. no 

I  - x 1 1  5  L<  l.  R-2  .  1.00 

1786  5--M.  R-3  .  5.00 

I  “xi,  5  M  .  R-5  . .  12.5(1 

1786  5  -(,).  R-5  .  9.00 

1786  6-K,  R-5  . . .  in, mi 

1787  1 1  -A.  R-3.  Small  head  facing 

right.  F.TLIB  INDF.  From  Thus. 
Machin's  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  enter¬ 
prise  .  17.50 

1287  1--C,  R-3.  Muttnnhead  variety  4.00 

1787  2-B.  R-5  .  3.75 

1'87  4-1.,  Common.  Horned  bust 

var .  3.00 

1787  6*-M,  R-l.  Laughing  head  .  ..  3.00 

1787  62-M,  R-3  .  5.00 

1787  8-0,  R-3  .  5.00 

1787  9-R.  R-5  die  error,  final  7  cut 

over  a  previous  8  .  52.50 

1787  11  I  .  R-2  .3.00 

I '.s'  I  I  K,  R-3  .  6.00 

H87  12-y.  R-4.  1787  over  1877! 

Two  central  figures  transposed  in 
error.  Branch  hand  divides  IN  DE  15.00 

1787  I  .-II  R-J  .  7.00 

1787  15-F,  R-5.  CONNECT  5.00 

1787  15-S.  R-6  (rarity  accounted  for 
by  the  large  die  break  on  the  re¬ 
verse).  Obverse  CONNECT,  re¬ 


verse  INDI.  ET  LIB.  A  full  Fine 
condition.  Of  great  rarity  52.50 

1787  16  -m.  R-3  .  4.50 

1787  12-g3,  R.3  .  3,00 

I 's'  18-gl,  R-5  4.25 

I 'S'  19-g4,  R-2  4.50 

1787  20-a2,  R-5  4.50 

1787  22-g  .  R-5  .  .  10.00 

1787  25-b.  R-5  4.00 

1787  26-AA,  R-3  4.00 

1787  30-hh',  R-2  .  3.50 

1787  31l-r4,  R-I  .  3.00 

1787  Sl2-r3,  Common  . 3.00 

1787  32*-X3,  R.2  .  3.00 

1787  322-X4,  R-5  9.50 

1787  325-aa.  R-3  .  4.50 

1787  328-aa.  R-5  9.00 

1787  33’  Z'3,  R-4  5.00 

1787  332-Z  .  Common  .  5.50 

1787  3.32-Z*2.  Common  .  4.00 

1787  333-W'.  R-3  .  4.50 

1787  33  -T-.  R-5  . . .  1  mi 

1787  336-KK.  R-l  .  4.00 

1787  .3  3  -r2,  Common  .  4.00 

1787  3.3°-s2,  R-2  .  1.00 

1787  33n-ggl,  R-5  .  9.50 

1787  55'  *Z\  R-4  5.50 

1787  33l5-r'.  R-l  .  4.00 

1782  33,6-Z'5,  r.|  4.00 

1287  3 3 1 7-r ’ ,  R-3  .  4.00 

1787  33* '-gg2,  R-2 .  5.00 

1787  33*  -Z',  Common  .  3.00 

1787  33I9-Z2,  R-3  .  5.00 

I 'S'  3320.Z9  r-i  .  7.00 

I'.x-  53-  -Z".  R-5  .  1.-5 

1787  3328-Z16,  R-5  .  5.00 

1787  5  3-'  -gg*.  R-i  6.00 

I'.X'  -Z1  .  R-l  3.00 

I'.x-  S3 •■■i-w-',  R-5  8.75 

1287  3334-Z3.  R-5  ..  .......  9.00 

IT87  3334-211,  R-5  .  9.00 

I'.x'  3336-T2,  r-i  3.00 

1787  5  5  -Z  ,  R-3  .  1  no 

i'.x'  si  -jl,  . . non  .  1  00 

1787  5 '  *  - c c  * ,  R-2  .  4.00 

I'S'  3-1-1,  R-2  .  4.00 

1787  37 ’ - k I ,  R-l  .  1.50 

1'8'  5-  -e,  R-2  1  00 

1787  5'  -LI,  R-5  1  00 

1787  371  -HH,  R-2  1  50 

1787  38-GG,  R-2  AL'CIORI  .  5.00 

1787  392-ee,  R-4  .  5.00 

1787  41-ii,  R-3.  AUCTOPI .  6.00 

1787  42-kk’,  R-2.  AUCTOPI  6.00 

I '87  43*-Y,  Common.  CONNFC  ..  4.00 
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1787  B2-X4,  R-6  17.50 

1787  44- W4,  R-2  .  4.00 

1788  2-D,  R-2  . .  4.50 

1788  41-K>  R-4  . ’  6.00 

1788  Ml,  R-6  ..  ..  25.00 

1788  9-E,  R-4  .  7.00 

1788  11-G,  R-2,  slight  traces  of  mint 

red  . . . . .  1 7  50 

1 788  i  1  -  F.  R-3  4.00 

1788  12  -(  R-3  1.50 

1788  B-A1,  R-4  .  6.00 

1788  n'-U,  R-4  6.00 

1788  16'-D,  R-2  .  5.00 

1788  163-N  struck  over  the  exces¬ 
sively  rare  1787  Massachusetts 
cent  Ryder  1-B!  A  unique  offering  35.00 

1788  163-N,  R-2  .  4.00 

1788  166-H.  R-5  .  9.00 

Massachusetts 


Massachusetts 


Half  Cents:  1787  Ryder  1-D.  Rarity 
4  on  the  6  point  Ryder  rarity 


scale.  An  attractive  Fine  .  20.00 

1787  half  cent.  2- A.  Choice  VF,  R-3  20.00 

1787  half  cent.  4-C.  Extremely  fine, 

choice  .  17.50 

Cents:  1787  2b-A  Horned  eagle  var. 

Fine  . 5.00 

1787  cent.  2b-E.  Rarity  6.  Very  Good 
to  Fine.  Lacking  in  most  collec¬ 
tions  of  this  series  (5 .00 

1787  cent.  3-G.  Very  Good  .  4.50 

1788  cent.  1-D.  Fine,  a  few  edge 

bumps  2.50 

1788  cent  2-B.  Choice  extremely  fine  15.00 
1788  cent  3-E.  Good,  slight  edge  im¬ 
pairment  .  2.00 

1788  cent  10- L.  Extremely  Fine,  bor¬ 
dering  on  Uncirculated.  It  will 
take  some  searching  to  find  a  10-L 

finer  than  this  one  .  20.00 

1788  cent  11-F.  Very  Good.  Rarity 
5.  Has  evidently  been  cleaned  long 

ago.  A  rare  item  .  7. 00 

1788  cent  12-1.  Rarity  5.  VG  .  17.50 

1788  cent.  12-M.  Very  Fine.  Struck 
on  a  horizontally  striated  planchet  5.00 

1788  cent.  13*N.  Very  Good,  scarce  5.00 
New  Jersey 

I  he  following  group  of  over  sixty 
different  varieties  of  New  Jersey 


cents  represents  one  of  the  largest 
selections  of  this  series  ever  of¬ 
fered.  All  attributions  are  to  Maris 
numbers.  We  will  offer  a  discount 
of  10%  on  all  orders  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  cents  totaling  $25.00  or  more. 

1786  Maris  6-C.  Large  planchet.  Abt. 

Good,  rare  .  7.50 

1786  6-D  Nearly  uncirculated.  The 
only  thing  that  detracts  from  this 
coin  is  a  small  imperfection  on 
the  reverse  edge.  Reverse  die  break 
through  shield  point.  Better  than 


Spiro’s  coin  22.50 

1786  14-J.  Very  Fine  .  16.00 

1786  15-J.  Small  planchet.  Very  Good  4.00 

1786  15-L.  Good,  scarce  .  5.00 

1786  15-T.  Fine,  a  rare  variety  .  27.50 

1786  15-U.  Very  Good.  Rarity  7  on 
the  8  point  scale.  Extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  .  35.00 

1786  16-L.  VF-F.F.  Edge  break  be¬ 
tween  R  and  F.  of  CAESAREA  ....  12.00 

1786  17-K,  Fine.  Very  rare.  Equal  to 

Spiro's  coin  .  25.00 

1786  17-b.  Good  .  3.00 

1786  18-M.  The  famous  Bridle  va¬ 
riety.  Choice.  Very  Fine  .  ..  17.50 

1786  19-M.  Very  Fine.  Extremely 

rare  .  32.50 

1786  20-N.  Abt.  Good/Good.  Rare  4.00 

1786  21-N.  Very  Fine  .  15.00 

1786  21-P.  Good  .  3.00 

1786  23-P.  Fine  . 6.00 

1786  23-R.  Very  Good  . .  6.00 

1786  2  f-P.  G . I  VG  6.50 

1786  24-R.  Very  Good.  Extremely 

rare  17.50 

1787  28- L  Very  Fine  .  12.00 

1787  29-L.  Abt.  Good,  impaired. 

Space  fillet  ...  .  2 .00 

1787  30-L.  Good,  scarce  variety  .  5.00 

1787  32-T.  Very  Fine,  slightly  <»ff- 

centei  12.50 

1787  34- J.  Large  die  break  obliterat¬ 
ing  completely  the  8  in  the  date. 

Fine  . 9.00 

1787  34-V.  Very  Good.  Extremely 

rare  .  27.50 

1787  37-Y.  Fine.  Very  rare  .  25.00 

1787  37-f.  Goiter  variety.  Very  Fine  12.50 

1787  38- Y.  Very  Good- Fine  .  5.00 

1787  38-Z.  Good,  rare  .  12.50 

1787  38-c.  Fine- Very  Fine  .  10.00 

1787  39-a.  Fine.  Appears  to  be  in 

brass  .  10.00 

1787  42-c.  Good,  extremely  rare  .  25.00 

1787  43-Y.  Fine,  very  rare  .  32.50 

1787  43-d.  Very  Fine  . .  12.50 
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17X7  46-e.  Very  Fine.  Reverse*  incuse 

"it  obverse  12.50 

1787  48-f.  Very  Good  5.00 

1 787  48-g,  Extremely  Fine  .  20.00 

1787  52-i.  Very  Fine,  scarce  .  12.50 

1787  53-).  Very  Fine  . 12.50 

l787  54-k.  Serpent  head.  VF-FF 

choice  .  20.00 

1 787  55-1  Abt.  Good  5.00 

1787  55-ni.  Good,  rare  variety  .  7.50 

1787  56-n.  Fine,  struck  over  a  Con¬ 
necticut  cent  .  10.00 

1787  56-n  as  above.  Struck  over  a 
Vermont  Ryder  51  cent.  Abt.  Good  6.00 

i  8  60-p  Very  < . I  PI  1 IRIBS  7  00 

1787  61-p.  G/VG  Scarce.  PLUR1BS  7.50 

1787  62-p.  Abt.  Fine  5.00 

1787  65-q.  VF.  Attractive  mahogany 

color  .  12.50 

1787  65-i.  Very  Good,  rare  variety  10.00 

1787  63-s.  Very  Fine  .  12.50 

1787  64-t.  Very  Fine  12.50 

1788  66-v.  Very  Good.  Very  rare 

variety  .  25.00 

1788  67-v.  Fine-Very  Fine .  6.00 

1788  68-w.  Very  Good,  very  rare 

variety  .  17.50 

1788  73-aa.  Abt.  Good,  very  rare  .  5.00 

1788  75-bb.  Very  Fine,  scarce  .  20.00 

1788  77-dd.  Fine,  Fox  variety  25.00 

1788  78-dd.  Abt.  Fine.  Fox  variety  12.50 


Continental  Dollars 

1776  Continental  Dollar.  Variety 
Newman  2-C.  CURRENCY.  Fine, 
but  weak,  obverse,  VF  reverse. 

Scarce  .  95.00 

1776  Continental  Dollar.  Newman 
1(I)-C.  Only  one  R  in  CURENCY. 

About  Extremely  Fine  .  160.00 

French  Colonies 

1767  French  Colonies,  one  Sou.  Fine  7.00 

Bar  Cent 

(P85)  Bar  Cent.  Interlocking  USA 
on  obverse;  thirteen  bars  on  re¬ 
verse.  Choice  Extremely  Fine  .  .  42.50 

Elephant  Token 

( 1694)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRE¬ 
SERVE  LONDON.  Fine,  scarce  1  3.00 

Auctori  Plebis 

Auctori  Plebis  token.  The  extremely 
rare  variety  with  a  harp  on  the 
reverse;  HISPANIOLA  above,  date 
1 7 36  below.  Unlike  the  common 
Auctori  Plebis  token,  the  head  on 
this  specimen  faces  to  the  right. 

The  rarity  of  this  piece  is  attested 
by  Crosby  who  mentions  the 
knowledge  of  two  specimens,  both 


very  worn.  A  British  product  and 
so  included  in  Atkin  s  list  as  #8. 

This  specimen  is  Very  Good, 
weakly  struck.  Of  great  rarity  50.00 

Kentucky  Cent 

Kentucky  Cent  Choice  Extremely 

Fine,  plain  edge  17.50 

Florida  Token 

1685-8  Florida,  James  II  Plantation 
Token.  1/24  part  real.  Pewter,  Ex- 


tremely  Fine 

15.00 

North  American 

Token 

1781  North  American  Token.  Very 
Good 

4.50 

Castorland 

1 796  Castorland 

strike  . 

1796  as  above, 
silver  .. 

Medal.  Bronze  re- 

Proof  restrike  in 

3.50 

10.00 

Fugio  Cents 

Our  next  issue  will  feature  a  large  selection 
of  Fugio  cents  attributed  by  Eric  Newman's 
varieties.  This  selection  will  feature  some 
of  the  very  rarest  of  this  interesting  series. 


HALF  CENTS 

Half  cents  are  at  present  one  of  the  most 
undervalued  series  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  The  total  mintage  for  all  dates  during 
the  entire  1795-1857  span  of  coinage  is 
slightly  over  eight  million  pieces;  less  than 
the  mintage  of  the  1851  cent.  The  1857 
half  cent  is  over  twenty  times  rarer  than 
the  1877  cent,  yet  choice  specimens  may  be 
obtained  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.  The 
majority  of  half  cent  dates,  all  of  them 
scarce,  are  obtainable  for  a  few  dollars  each. 
Look  the  following  offering  over  carefully. 
In  our  opinion  half  cents  are  one  of  today’s 
best  numismatic  investments. 


1793  First  year  of  coinage.  Gilbert 

t.  Fine,  rare  $92.50 

1794  Abt  Good  $9.00;  Choice  Very 

Fine  35  00 

1795  Plain  edge,  no  pole.  Good 

%  i  00;  Fine ’  29  00 

1797  1  over  1.  Fair  $7.00;  Fine-Very 

Fine 

1800  G  $2. 7 5;  VG  $4.00;  Fine  $7.00; 

VF  11.00 

1802  regular  reverse  of  the  year. 

Sharp  Fine,  rare  .  65.00 

180  3  G  $2.25;  VG  $3.25;  Fine  $6.00; 

\l  7.50 

1804  Crossl et  4  with  stems.  VG 
$2.25;  Fine  $3.50;  VF  6.00 

1804  Plain  4.  stemless.  VG  $2.25; 

F  $.3.50;  VF  .  5.50 
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iso  I  Crosslet  4,  stemless.  G  $3.00; 

VG  io) 

1801  Spiked  chin.  G  $2.00;  VG  . 

$3.00;  F  $4.00;  VF  .  6.00 

1803  Small  5,  stemless.  Abt.  G  $1.75; 

Very  Fine  .  6.00 

1805  Large  5,  stems.  Aht.  Good  .  2.00 

1806  With  stems.  Good  $2.25;  VG 

$3.00;  F  $4.50;  VF  6  50 

1806  Stemless.  G  52.25;  VG  $3.00; 

r  $4.50;  VF  6.50 

1806  Large  6,  stems.  Red  uncircu¬ 
lated  .  27.5'I 

180"  VG  $3.00;  Fine  $5.00;  VF 

$7.00;  Ex.  Fine  .  12.00 

1808/7  overdate.  VG-Fine,  scarce  ..  25.00 

1808  G  $3.00;  VG  $4.00;  F  $6.50; 

vl  s.oo 

1809/6  VG  $2.50;  Fine  $4.00;  Very 
Fia'  5.50 

1809  G  $1.85;  VG  $2.25;  Fine  $3.25- 

VF  s.oo 

1810  Aht.  G  $2.00:  G  $3.50;  VG  5.00 

1811  Rare.  Good  $15.00;  Very  Good  18,00 

1825  Aht.  Fine  $2.‘75;  Fine  $5.25; 

VF-EF  .  5.00 

1826  VG  $2.00;  F  $5.00;  VF  $4.75- 

1  F  . .  6.50 

1828  12  stars.  VG  $2.50;  Fine  $4.50; 

VF  6.50 

1828  13  stars.  VG  $1.75;  Fine  $2.25; 

Very  Fine  $5.50;  EF  .  5  00 

1829  G  $1.50;  VG  $2.00;  Fine  $5.00; 

VF  $4.25;  Extremely  Fine  6.50 

1852  VF  $4.00;  Extremely  Fine  6.50 

1833  Fine  $2.25;  VF  $3.50;  EF  .  6.25 

1833  Uncirculated,  prooflike  surface  25.00 
1854  Fine  $2.50;  Extremely  Fine  ....  4.25 

1835  VG  $1.50;  Fine  $2.00;  VF 

*'•00;  EF  5.00 

1842  Second  Restrike.  Small  berry 
reverse  with  minute  die  scratches 
over  RICA  of  AMERICA.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare,  as  are  all  of  the 
1840-1849  half  cents.  Proof  .  ...  150.00 

1849  L.  D.  F  $7.00;  VF  $10.00;  F.F  14.00 

1850  VG  $3.00;  F  $5.00;  VF  $7.50; 

EF  10.00 

1851  Fine  $2.50;  VF  $5.50;  EF  $5.00; 

Uncirculated  brown  8.50 

1853  Fine  $2.75;  VF  $4.00;  HF  $6.00; 

Brown  Uncirculated  . .  9. 00 

1854  Fine  $3.50;  VF  $4.50:  FF  $6.00; 

Brown  Uncirculated  .  10.00 

1855  VF  $4.00;  EF  $6.00;  Brown 

Uncirculated  . 8.00 

1856  Fine  $5.50;  VF  $4.50;  EF  $6.50; 

Brown  Uncirculated  ...  . 10.00 

185^  Scarce.  Fine  $7.50;  VF  $10.00;  ”” 

EF  $14.00;  Brown  Uncirculated  20.00 


SPECIAL  Set  of  Half  Cents  1794 
complete  except  for  1796,  1802 
and  the  proof  only  dates  in  the 
1 84o’s.  Twenty-eight  coins.  About 
Good  to  Fine  $82.50;  Good  to 
VF  condition  ....  .  U5  00 


LARGE  CENTS 

1  Os  Wreath  Cent.  Vine  and  bars 
on  edge.  G-VG  5  77  qq 

n94  Abt.  Good  $5.75;  Good  $8.00- 

Very  Good  .  .  12.50 

1795  Abt.  Good  $5.00;  Good  $7  50- 

VerJ  G,"’lI  -  I . 

1  0  Stems.  About  Good  7 

1800  over  I79-.  Aht.  Good  2.50 

1801  G  $s.50;  1/000.  Sharp  Fine  ..  15.00 

1802  Abt.  G  $2.00;  Stemless,  Good  2.50 
>803  1/000  Fair  $2.50;  Sheldon  ’47 

VG  .  . I.  .  7.50 

180-1  Original.  Broken  obverse  die. 

Abt.  Good  .  .  35  n a 

1804  Mint  restrike.  Rare  and  inter¬ 
esting,  unc .  45.00 

1805  blunt  I.  G-VG  $3.50;  Pointed 

1  F  $12.00;  EF  .  35  00 

1 806  Abt.  Good,  scarce  5.00 

1807/6  overdate.  Good  . .  3  00 

1808  Good  $3.50;  Very  Good  .  6.00 

1809  Good-Very  Good  .  22  00 

18 10/91  About  Good  1  1  h  1 

1811  in  Fail  4  00 

1812  Abt.  Good  $2.00;  Very  Good  3.50 

1813  Abt.  Good  $2.50;  Good  $5.00; 

Very  Good  -  5 , 1 

1814  Good  $3.00;  Very  Good  .  4.50 

1816  Uncirculated,  red  and  brown. 

Becoming  scarce  and  difficult  to 
IoGate  $  25.00 

1817  Fifteen  Star  variety.  Scarce. 

Good  $3.25,  VG  $4.75/  Ex.  Fine, 
slight  scratches  .  17.50 

1817  Good  $1.00;  Very  Good  ....  1.25 

1818  G  $1.00;  VG  $1.35;  VF  $3  50- 

ef  . 4.75 

1820/19  Good  $1.25;  Very  Fine  ....  4.00 

1821  Very  Good  .  6.00 

1N22  G  $1.35;  VG  $2.15;  Fine  $3.00’ 

Vl 

1823/2  Very  Good  .  9.00 

1824  Very  Fine  4.25 

182"'  VG  $1.50;  Very  Fine  .  3.50 

1  s  2  s  G  i  >t  kI  SI  i  v  V  G  |  -  5 

1829  VG  1  50 

1831  G  .$"5;  VG  $1.25;  Very  Fine  2.75 

1834  Large  date,  small  stars.  Ex. 

Pint  5.75 

1838  Very  Fine  $2.00;  Extremely  Fine  5.00 

1840  Very  Fine.  Small  Date  5. 00 


7 


INIS  Nearly  Uncirculated;  Obv.  and 
rev.  of  12  9.75 

1850  Unc.  Toned  iridescent  brown  6.00 

1851  Uncirculated  $7.50;  Unc.,  new 

var.  not  in  Newcomb;  scarce  .  20.00 

1 85 1  over  81.  Very  Fine  .  6.00 

1857  Large  Date  EF  $15.00;  S.  D 
Ex  Fine  15.00 


1857  Small  Date,  Newcomb  S. 

Choice  PROOF.  A  similar  speci¬ 
men  sold  for  $181.00  against  an 
estimate  of  $  180.00  in  our  Penn- 
N.  V.  auction  nearly  a  year  ago. 

Choice  and  rare.  A  good  buy  for  165.00 


SMALL  CENTS 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  Good  $1.00; 

VG  $1.45;  Fine  $2.50;  VF  $4.25; 

AI  $  i 1 1  00  Bi  illiant  l  n<  $  19  50 

1858  S.  L.  G  SI. 20;  VG  $1.70; 

F  $5.70;  VF  $5.00;  Brilliant  Unc.  45.50 

1858  L.  I..  G  $1.40;  Very  Good 

$2.00;  Fine  LOO 

1859  G  $.75;  VG  $1.00;  F  $1.70; 

VF  $2.70;  AU  .  12.50 

1859  Transitional  type  with  the  reg¬ 


ular  1859  obverse  and  the  1860 
reverse.  This  coin,  listed  in  the 
Standard  Catalog,"  is  becoming  a 
part  of  the  regular  Indian  cent 
series.  Although  mintage  figures 
are  not  available,  we  would  esti¬ 
mate  the  coinage  at  less  than  500 
pieces.  The  most  recent  auction 
record  we  have  located  for  this 
coin  is  $80.00  in  June.  While  our 
small  supply  holds  out  we  offer 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  specimens 
for  $77.50.  They  should  prove  to 
be  a  good  investment. 

1860  VG  $1.00;  F  $1.70;  VF  $2.70; 

!  I  $  3.75 

1861  VG  $5.75;  F  $5.00;  VF  .  7.25 

1862  G  $.80;  F  $1.20;  VF  $2.00; 

Uni  1  1 11 ' 

1865  VG  $.60;  F  $1.00;  Very  Fine  1.50 
1864  Copper  Nickel.  G  $1.50;  VG 
$  '  00  In"  3.00 

1864  Bronze  Abt.  G  $.40;  G  $.75; 

VG  . 


I864-L  Abt.  G  $5.00;  Good  7.75 

1865  Abt  G  $.55;  G  $.50;  VG  ......  1.00 

1866  Abt.  G  $2.50;  G  $5.80;  VG  .  5.00 

1867  Abt.  G  $2.00;  Good  2.90 

1868  Abt.  G  $2.00;  Good  $2.90; 

Very  Good  .  4.00 

1869/8  overdate.  Abt.  G  .  8.50 

1869  Abt.  G  $2.80;  Good  .  4.00 

1870  Good  $4.00;  Very  Good  7.00 

18'  1  Good  $6.50;  Very  Good  9.75 

1872  Good  $6.55;  Very  Good 

$  i  L00  PR<  K  >F  85.00 

1875  Abt.  Good  $.90;  Good  .  1.50 

1874  Abt.  G  $.80;  VG  $2.00;  AU  10.00 

1 875  Abt.  G  $1.20;  G  $1.70;  Very 

t  . . I 

1876  Abt.  G  $1.50;  G  $2.40;  VG 

$3.50 ;  Fin<  7.50 

1877  Abt.  G  $20.00;  G  $26.00;  Very 

C  M  ii  id  55  00 

18^8  Good  $2.40;  VG  $5.90;  Gem 
Pi  oof  26  ,im 

1885  Proof  .  20.00 

1887  Proof  .  12.00 

1888  Proof,  toned  .  10.00 

1889  P . f  11.00 

1908- S  VG  $8.00;  Fine  $10.00;  VF 

$12.00;  Uim  .26.00 

1909- S  Indian.  VG  $30.00;  Fine  .  35.00 


Civil  War  Cent.  1865  R.  T.  Kelly, 

New  York;  rev.  CONSTITUTION 
AND  THE  UNION.  HG  #5630 
struck  over  a  regular  U.  S.  copper 
nickel  Indian  cent  of  1859!  All  the 
details  of  the  cent  are  plainly  vis¬ 
ible.  Issued  without  logical  reason, 
as  what  profit  could  be  derived 
from  overstriking  a  U.  S.  cent  and 
re-issuing  it  as  a  cent'  Perhaps 
this  (and  a  few  other  overstruck 
cents  we  have  seen)  are  trial- 
pieces.  In  any  event,  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  Uncirculated  47.50 

Another  overstruck  Civil  War  cent! 

This  one  is  the  card  of  Charles 
Kolb — Restaurant,  Newark,  N.  J., 
overstruck  on  a  regular  U.  S.  cent 
of  1865.  This  and  the  above  piece 
are  the  only  overstruck  examples 
we  could  locate  in  going  over 
nearly  ten  thousand  Civil  War 
cents.  Extremely  rare.  Uncirculated  4”. 50 

Lincoln  Cents;  1909-S  V.D.B.  Bril¬ 


liant  Unc  $69-50 

1909-S  VG  $6.00;  F  $8.50;  VF 
$  1  1  no  ,  BI  21.00 

1922  Plain,  no  D.  Good  . 


1.25 


8 


1923-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  rather 
sharply  struck — unlike  most  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date  ;  97.50 

1931-S  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  1-1.75 

1933  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  scarce  8.00 
1937  and  1938  PROOF  cents.  Guide¬ 
book  at  $27.25.  Special  while  our 
stock  of  twenty  pairs  lasts:  1  pair 
$15.00;  2  pairs  $27.50;  5  pairs  ....  60.00 


1955  double  strike  cent,  the  rare  and 
desirable  error.  Choice  specimens 
in  individual  holders:  AU  $22.50; 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  30.00 


TWO  CENT  PIECES 

186-1  Large  Motto:  VF  $1.25;  HF 
$2.00;  Unc.  . $  5.25 

1865  G  $.40;  VG  S. 95;  F  $1.25; 

VF  $1.80;  HF  $2.65;  Uncirculated  5.25 

1866  F  $2.00;  VF  $3.00;  EF  4.50 

1867  G  $.60;  VG  .  1.00 

1868  G  $.60;  VG  $1.35;  F  $2.00;  EF  4.00 

1869  G  $.95;  VG  $1.50;  EF  .  .  8.00 

1870  VG  $1.75;  Fine  .  4.00 

1871  Good  .  2.00 


NICKEL  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

1865  Uncirculated  . $  4.00 

1866  Uncirculated  .  4.50 

1867  Uncirculated  .  4.00 

1868  Uncirculated  .  4.00 

1869  Proof  .  19.00 

1870  Uncirculated  .  5.00 

1871  Uncirculated  . 8.00 

18"2  Uncirculated  $7.50;  Proof  .  22.00 

1873  Closed  3  Proof .  17.00 

1874  Uncirculated  $8.50;  Proof  22.00 

1875  Uncirculated  $15.00;  Proof  30.00 

i  -  6  Pr<  -I  ...  23.50 

1877  Proof,  rarest  date  in  the  series. 

Gem  P . .  160.00 

1878  Proof,  rare  .  55.00 

1879  Proof  10.00 

1880  Proof  10  00 

-  i  P . .  9.50 

Proof  9.50 


1883  Proof  9.00 

1884  Proof  .  9.00 

1885  Proof  .  10.00 

1886  Proof  10.00 

1887/6  overdate,  scarce,  Proof  .  61.00 

1887  Proof  .  50.00 

1888  Proof  . 9.50 

1889  P . f  9.50 


SILVER  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

1851-0  Fine  $7.50 

1852  VG  $.80;  Fine  1.95 

1855  Very  Fine  .  15.00 

1864  Proof,  scarce  .  77.50 

1868  Proof  10.00 

1871  Proof  27  50 


NICKELS 

1866  G  $1.50;  VG  $2.75;  F  $5.75; 

VI  $  7.00 

ISb"7  With  Rays  Abt.  G  $3.00;  F 
$15.00  VI  20  00 

1 86^  No  Rays.  F  $1.75;  VF  $2.25; 

EF  $4.00;  I  6.00 

1868  EF  $3.50;  Uncirculated  .  8.00 

1869  VF  $3.25;  Line.  $11.00;  Proof  28.00 

1870  I  He  irculated  i  J.00 

1871  Rare.  VF  $35.00;  Proof  .  127.50 

187  t  Proof  10  00 

1875  G  $6.00;  VG  $8.00;  Proof  ....  72.50 

1877  Proof,  rarest  date  of  the  series  250.00 

1882  G  $1.00;  VG  $1.45;  F  $2.25; 

VF  $3.00;  Uncirculated  .  6.00 

Liberty  Type  1883  No  CENTS.  Unc. 

$175;  Pr .  9.75 

1883  CENTS.  G  $1.75;  EF  .  6.00 

1884  G  $275;  VG  .  3.25 

1885  Good  22.50 

1888  Uncirculated  12.75 

1889  Proof  i  1.00 

1890  Good  $1.75;  VF  . 5.00 

1891  Uncirculated  .  11.00 

1898  Proof  .  17.50 

1899  Uncirculated  .  10.00 

1900  Uncirculated  8.75 

1902  Uncirculated  5.75 

1906  Uncirculated  .  6.00 

1908  Uncirculated  .  5.75 

1912- S  Good  .  8.25 

Buffalo  Type  1913  Type  1.  Line.  1.50 

191 3- S  Type  II.  AU  .  39-00 

1915  Uncirculated  .  4.75 

1916  Uncirculated  3.75 

1918/7-D  overdate.  Rare.  Very  Good  48.00 
1920  Uncirculated  ..  6.00 
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1923  Uncirculated  3.50 

1926  Uncirculated  .  3.25 

1927  Uncirculated  2  s<> 

1927-D  Uncirculated  10.00 

1929  Uncirculated  2.2s 

1 9  3 1  *  S  L'ncirculated  7.00 

1957-D  5  leg.  Fine  $10.00;  VF 

$15.00  II  21.00 


HALF  DIMES 

1795  Good  to  VG.  Scarce  >  32.50 

1800  Good/VG.  Scarce  .  30.00 

1830  Brilliant  Un<  10.00 

185  1  Uncirculated,  brilliant  .  10.00 

1832  Brilliant  l’ncirculated  .  8.50 

183  5  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  7.50 

18  55  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  12.00 

18  5"'  Bust  type.  Brilliant  uncirculated  12.00 

183**  Liberty  Seated,  scarce  type. 

I  n<  37  Sl1 

1838  I  ncirculated  10.00 

1839  Uncirculated  ...  10.00 

1842  Uncirculated  10.00 


1845/3  overdate.  Unlisted  variety.  A 
fairly  conspicuous  overdate  with 
traces  of  the  3  showing  plainly 
near  the  left  side  of  the  5.  The 


first  we  have  seen.  Uncirculated  .  65.00 

1850  Uncirculated  8.50 

185  5  Arrows  at  Date.  L’ncirculated  8.50 

1854  Uncirculated  .  7.00 

1855  Uncirculated.  Arrows  placed 

high,  near  the  top  of  the  date  and 
extending  into  the  figure  of  Liberty  14.50 

1856  Uncirculated  6.50 

1857  L’ncirculated  .  -  5.00 

1858  Uncirculated  .  5.00 

1859  Proof.  Recut  1  in  date,  unusual  24.00 

1860  L'ncirculated  .  5.00 

1860-0  Uncirculated  .  12.00 

1861  Uncirculated  .  5.00 

1861  Proof  .  19.00 

1862  L’ncirculated  7.00 

1865  Proof,  scarce  42.50 

U  65  Proof  10  00 

1 866  Proof  .  ...  27.50 

186”  Proof  30.00 

P . .  26.00 

1869  Uncirculated  8.00 

1870  Unc.  $6.75;  Proof  15.00 

1871  Uncirculated  .  7.00 

1 8”  1  -S  Uncirculated,  proof  surface. 

A  choice  specimen  of  this  rare 

date  .  50.00 

1872-S  AU  below  w.  $4.00;  in 

wreath  L’nc.  .  .  12.00 


1873-S  l’ncirculated  10.00 

1873  Proof,  last  year  of  coinage  21.00 


DIMES 

1821  G  $1  50.  VG  $2.25;  Fine  $  5.-5 

182.3/2  overdate.  G  $2.50;  VG  4.00 

1824/2  overdate.  VG  $5.50;  Very 

I  mm  12.00 

1 82”  VG  $2.00;  Uncirculated  15.00 

18  58  sm.  stars  VG  $3.75;  F-VF  12.00 

18  38  Large  stars.  ALL  An  unusual 
large  die  break  extends  vertically 
from  the  lower  rim  to  the  top  of 

the  wreath  on  the  reverse  .  9.50 

1838-0  ( . I 

18  39-0  Good  l  75 

184  5  F.F,  recut  1  and  3  .  3.00 

1844  rare.  Good  1 1 .2 s 

1846  scarce.  VG  $5.00;  VF  11.25 

185  5  no  Arrows  at  date.  Rare.  Good  6.00 

1869-S  Fine  5.00 

1871  Proof  . . 

1872  Proof  19.00 

1873  VG  $3.00,  VF  .  7.50 

1874  VG 

1875  Uncirculated 

1877  Proof.  Auction  record;  $42.50; 

sm  coined  10.00 

1891  Uncirculated  . 3.50 

Barber  Type  1892  Unc.  $5.00;  Proof  22.50 

1 8! 1  '-ii  I  nc i rculated  18.00 

1 8! >3*S  I  ncirc ulated  '<s  00 

1894  Proof  . 27.50 

1897  Proof  .  30.00 

1898  Proof  .  27.50 

1902  Proof  .  30.00 

1905  Proof  27.50 

1911  Uncirculated  .  4.00 

1914  Uncirculated  .  4. ”5 

1914-D  Uncirculated 

1916  Uncirculated.  Barber  type  4.50 


Mercurx  Type.  1916-D.  Rarest  date 
of  the  series.  Aht.  Good  $17.50; 

Good  $25.00;  G-VG  $27.50;  VG  35.00 
191  '-s  I  ncirculat< d  .........  s 


1918-S  Uncirculated  15.00 

192 1-D  scarce  date.  Uncirculated,  one 

of  the  nicest  we've  seen  85.00 

1942/1  overdate.  Rare.  VF  37.50; 

VF-EF  $45.00;  AU  ....  55.00 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  Proof,  slight  imperfections.  A 

good  buy  for  only  .  $  40.00 

1875-S  VG  $5.00;  Fine  $8.00;  VF  9."5 
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QUARTERS 


1801  Very  Good.  Scarce.  Now  cata¬ 
logs  $60  in  only  Good.  An  excel; 


lent  buy  for  . 

$  52.50 

1805  About  Good 

.  5.75 

1806  5  overdate.  Good-VG 

9.00 

1806  Good  $8.50:  VF  sharp. 

rare 

i  ondition 

.  25.00 

1815  Nearly  Uncirculated.  Almost 
full  mint  lustre.  Light  blue  periph¬ 
eral  toning.  An  attractive  piece  in 

a  custom  made  holder .  85.00 

1815  Nearly  Uncirculated.  Counter- 
stamped  with  an  “L"  over  Liberty’s 
head.  These  counterstamps  are  very 
rare  and  seldom  offered.  One  Con¬ 
jecture  is  that  the  "L"  represents 
"light''  and  was  so  stamped  at  the 
Mint  on  lightweight  coins.  Very 
ran  87.50 

1818  Good  $5.50;  Fine  .  8.00 

1821  Good  $3.50;  VG  4U5 

1822  Good  $4.00:  VG  7.00 


THE  EXTREMELY  RARE  1823  QUARTER 


r  .  .  -  “  ' 

1825  (over  1822  as  all  are)  Quarter, 

Very  Good.  The  second  rarest  date 
in  the  entire  series  of  quarter  dol¬ 
lars;  exceeded  only  by  the  1827 
in  rarity.  This  Very  Good  speci¬ 
men  is  the  almost  exact  equal  of 
the  coin  pictured  on  page  102  of 
the  Guidebook.  The  1825  quarter 
very  rarely  appears  on  the  market. 

When  it  does,  condition  usually 
is  not  better  than  Good.  This  rar¬ 
ity  will  be  a  worthwhile  addition 
to  the  finest  collection  of  quarters  $450.00 


18  5|  Small  letters.  Brilliant  Lhicir- 


eulated  .  . 

18.00 

1st)  Fine  $4.00;  VF 

6.00 

1863  Proof 

.  35.00 

1H64  Proof 

40.00 

I 87-1  Arrows  at  Date.  Proof 

87.50 

UPD  Proof 

.  25.00 

1877-S  Uncirculated 

6.00 

1X-8-CC  Uncirculated 

l  ^  50 

1879  P . . 

.  40.00 

1880  Proof 

27.00 

1891-S  Uncirculated  . 

13.00 

1898  Proof 

37.50 

1899  Uncirculated 

6.75 

1 900  Proof 

27.50 

1902  Proof 

5 1 .00 

191  s-S  Good  S  4(1.00 ;  VG 

42.50 

1919  Uncirculated  . 

23.00 

1921  Abt.  Good  (I  in  date  shows) 
$5.00  F-VI 

17.50 

1930  Uncirculated 

4.t)0 

Washington  Tvpe  1932-D  VF  $10.00; 

1  F 

17.50 

1932-S  Very  Pins 

9.00 

1940  Uncirculated,  SPECIAL  .. 

3.00 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1795  Good  $22.00:  VG  $30;  Fine  $  42.00 
1795  error.  A  in  STATES  recut  over 
a  previous  E.  Very  Good  .  52.50 

1801  scarce  date.  Good  .  25.00 

180'  old  type  with  heraldic  eagle  re¬ 
verse.  Very  Fine  .  16.00 

180'  new  type,  bust  facing  left. 

Small  stars  variety.  All  choice  with 

full  lustre.  Scarce  .  65.00 

1809  G  $2.00:  VG  $5.75;  EF  .  17.50 

1811  Large  8.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  57.50 

1811  Small  8.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  20.00 

1812  Brilliant  Uncirculated  .  19. '5 

1826  Uncirculated  10  00 

1 828  I  ik  1 1 cul&ted  1 1.00 

1835  Proof.  Original  with  full 

square  edge:  lacking  the  thorn  on 
stem  which  characterizes  restrikes. 

Very  rar<  95.00 

1856  50*  cut  over  erroneous 

00*.  Rare,  listed  in  the  "Standard 
Catalog."  A  full  Very  Fine  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  planchet  defect  on  the 
obverse  .  55.00 


1839*0  Popular  date  due  to  the  simi¬ 
larity  to  the  rare  18  58-0  half  dol¬ 
lar.  Extremely  Fine,  which  is  a 
scarce  condition  for  this  date  1  35.00 
18  15  Brilliant  Uncirculated  15.50 


Rare  1846/6  Half  Dollar 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


1795 

Two  leaves  under  wing.  VG  $ 

25.00 

1799 

VG  $25.00;  VF  $42.5(1;  Choice 

EF 

•AT 

67.50 

1865 

Proof 

67.50 

1 86"' 

P  roof 

56.00 

1868 

Pi  i  ><  <1 

62.50 

1870 

Proof,  not  fully  brilliant  .... 

32.50 

1870 

Proof,  not  fully  brilliant  . 

32.50 

1872 

Proof 

48.50 

1846  over  horizontal  6  half  dollar. 
Uncirculated  with  a  few  bag 
marks.  Extremely  rare  variety.  A 
similar  specimen  in  Uncirculated 
condition  realized  $310.00  at  auc¬ 
tion  nearly  half  a  year  ago.  A 


good  buy  for  . $195.00 

1851-0  Brilliant  Uncirculated  16.00 

1874  Proof.  Arrows  at  Date.  Impor¬ 
tant  type  .  92.50 

1876  Proof  34.00 

1877-S  No  drapery  at  elbow.  Unlisted 
variety.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  ..  47.50 

1884  Proof  50.00 

Barber  Type  1892  Proof  47.50 

1894-S  Brilliant  uncirculated,  choice  75.00 

1895  Proof  .  56.00 


1899-0  Uncirculated,  scarce.  These 
Barber  mintmark  coins  are  becom¬ 
ing  increasingly  difficult  to  locate 
in  really  Uncirculated  condition  $  70.00 


1901  Proof  .  50  00 

1902  Proof  50.00 

1904  Proof  55.00 

1906-D  Uncirculated  .  15.00 

1908- 0  Uncirculated  .  16.75 

1909- S  L^ncirculated  .  50.00 

1912-D  Uncirculated  .  17.00 

1 9 1 5-S  Uncirculated;  however,  the 
slightest  rubbing  is  on  the  high 
parts  of  the  cheek.  Catalogs  $60.00; 
a  good  buy  for  only  .  47.50 

Liberty  Standing  Type  1916-D  Un¬ 
circulated  .  22.00 

191 7-S  on  Reverse.  Unc.  with  slight 
friction.  Catalogs  $65.00;  only  37.50 

1917  Uncirculated  .  8.50 

191 H-S  Unc.,  just  the  barest  traces 
of  rubbing.  Priced  at  half  catalog  41.25 

i '  •  ' < 1  l  nun  ulated  !8  1 11 1 

1933-S  Uncirculated,  a  good  buy  for  32.00 


Morgan  type  1883  Proof  45.00 

1892  Proof  .  is  no 

190  3  Proof  ...  60.00 


TRADE  DOLLARS 


1873  Pattern  Trade  Dollar.  AW 

#1324,  Proof,  in  silver  with  reeded 
edge.  Obv. :  Liberty  seated  left  on 
globe;  Rev.:  Small  eagle.  Attrac¬ 
ts  Pro<  if  75.00 

1874  Proof.  In  our  opinion,  the 
Proof  trade  dollars — the  series  of 
eleven  different  dates  from  1873 
to  1883 — represent  one  of  today’s 
best  numismatic  investments.  Com¬ 
pare  the  mintage  of  dates  like 
1 878,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  and 
1883  and  the  prices  they  may  be 
obtained  for  with  any  cither  Lb  S. 
series.  The  1895  Morgan  dollar 
is  just  slightly  rarer  than  the  above 
dates,  but  sells  for  ten  times  the 


price.  This  Proof  1874  .  65.00 

18^5  Pr.i of  72  50 

1876  Proof  .  55  00 

1878  Proof 

1879  Proof 

1880  P . .  5 . 

1882  Proof  s-'  50 

1883  Proof,  last  year  of  regular 
coinage.  Private  sales  reported 
over  $75.00 
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U.  S.  GOLD  COINS 


The  following  United  States  gold  coins  are 
listed  by  types;  dates  of  our  selection. 


Gold  Dollars  Type  1  1849-1854  VF 

to  AU  .  $  i  1.00 

Type  11  1854-1856.  Fine  to  EF.  scarce 

u  pe  18.00 

Type  III  1856-1889.  VF-EF  .  15.00 

I  Jncirculated  18.75 

Quarter  Eagles.  Liberty  Head  type 
1840-190"'  Very  Fine  to  ALI 

$14.00;  Uncirculated  .  16.00 

Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces  VF-EF  51.00 

Half  Eagles,  Liberty  Head  type 
1839-1908.  VF-Al1  $13.50;  Uncir¬ 
culated  .  15.00 

Eagles,  Liberty  Head  1838-1907  VF- 

ALf  $23.50;  Uncirculated  .  26.00 

St.  Gaudens'  type  1907-1933.  VF- 

AU  $23.50;  Uncirculated  .  26.50 

Double  Eagles,  Liberty  Head  type 
1849-1907  VF-AU  $44.00;  Uncir¬ 
culated  .  46.75 

St.  Gaudens’  type  1907-1933.  EF- 
AU  $45.50;  Llncirculated  .  48.75 


Territorial  Gold 

Christopher  Bechtler,  North  Carolina 
gold.  One  dollar.  30  gr.  N.  Caro¬ 
lina.  AU,  prooflike,  one  of  the 
nicer  specimens  we  have  handled  $  72.50 
August  Bechtler,  One  dollar.  Caro¬ 
lina  Gold,  27  gr.,  21  carats.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  .  50.00 

Clark  Gruber  Sc  Co.,  Denver,  1861. 

Gold  quarter  eagle,  PIKES  PEAK 
on  coronet.  VF-EF.  (Note:  will 
anyone  having  this  piece  struck  in 
silver  or  copper  please  contact  us. 

We  are  engaged  in  research  in  this 
series.)  .  97.50 


Small  California  Gold 

The  following  listing  is  by  types.  All  coins 
are  in  perfect  Very  Fine  to  AU  condition. 


25g  Octagonal  or  Round,  each  . $  7.50 

50 £  Octagonal  or  Round,  each  12.00 

I  <  1  tagonal  -  25.50 


LATE  DATE  PROOF  SETS 


1954 

Proof 

Set  . 

. t 

6.50 

1955 

Proof 

Set  .  ... 

5.50 

1956 

Proof 

Set 

3.75 

1957 

Proof 

Set  . 

2.75 

MINT  SETS,  COMPLETE 

P-D-S 

1947 

Mint 

Set  . 

. $ 

6.00 

1948 

Mint 

Set  .  . 

8.50 

1949 

M  i  n  t 

Set  . 

12.50 

1954 

Mint 

Set  . 

4.25 

1955 

Mint 

Set  . 

3.75 

1956 

Mint 

Set  . 

2.75 

1957 

Mint 

Set  . 

3.00 

ENCASED  POSTAGE  STAMPS 

Encased  postage  stamps  hist  appeared  in 
1862  as  a  medium  to  hll  the  Civil  War 
shortage  of  circulating  specie.  Like  the  con¬ 
temporaneous  Civil  War  "cents”  and  tokens 
they  usually  carried  advertising  inscriptions. 
The  original  patent  for  encased  postage 
stamps — stamps  enclosed  in  a  metal  frame 
and  protected  by  mica — was  issued  to  I. 
Gault.  Encased  postage  was  issued  in  de¬ 
nominations  of  1,  2,  3,  5,  10,  12,  24,  30, 
and  90  cents.  Most  of  the  higher  denomina¬ 
te  ns  are  very  rare.  The  "EP"  attributions 
are  to  Friedberg  and  may  be  found  on 
pages  149  and  150  of  his  "Paper  Money 


of  the  United  States." 

F.P-I  One  Cent.  Aerated  Bread  Com¬ 
pany,  cor.  Lafayette  Place  and 
Fourth  St.,  New  York.  VF-EF  $20.00 

EP-^  One  Cent.  Ayer  s  Sarsaparilla  to 

purify  the  blood.  Fine-Very  Fine  ..  6.00 

EP-13  S.  T.  1860.  X.  Drake  s  Planta¬ 
tion  Bitters.  One  Cent.  Extremely 
Fine  7.00 

F.P-21  One  Cent.  Mendum’s  Family 
Wine  Emporium,  Broadway  Cor. 

Cedar  St.,  N.  Y.  Very  Fine  .  15.00 

EP-24  North  America  Life  Insurance 
Company.  One  Cent  denomination. 
Extremely  Fine  .  25.00 

EP-32  Three  Cents.  Ayers  Cathartic 
Pills.  EF  .  7.50 

EP-56  Three  Cents.  John  Shi  1 1  i to  & 

Co.  4th  St.,  Cincinnati.  Extremely 
Fine,  scarce  .  35.00 

EP-64  Five  Cents.  Bailey  Sc  Co.,  Jew¬ 
ellers.  819  Chestnut  St.,  Ph i la.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  rare  .  65.00 

F.P-67  Brown’s  Bronchial  Troches  for 
coughs  and  colds.  Five  Cents.  Very 

I  i iu  8.00 
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I  P--()  l  ive  Cents.  Burnett  s  Standard 
Cooking  Extracts.  VF-EF  .  7.50 

EP-^7  Five  Cents.  Tremont  House, 
Chicago;  Gage  Brother  &  Drake. 

VG  ....  5.00 

EP-~9  Five  Cents.  ).  Gault,  ribbed 
frame.  Extremely  Fine.  Choice  con- 
dition,  rare  15.00 

EP-82  Five  Cents.  Irving  House,  New 
Vork.  Hunt  Sc  Nash,  prop.  Ribbed 
frame.  F-VF,  rare  40.00 

E P-91  Five  Cents.  Schapker  &  Bussing, 

Evansville,  Ind.  VG-Fine  20.00 

EP-105  Ten  Cents.  Burnett's  Cocaine 
Kalliston.  Extremely  Fine  .  16.50 

HP- 1 33  Ten  Cents.  Weir  &  Larminie, 
bankers  and  specie  brokers.  Mon¬ 
treal,  C.  E.  Extremely  Fine,  Very 
Rare  .  87.50 


CONSIGNMENTS 

1898  Proof  Set,  cent  to  dollar  jn 

plastic  holder.  Choice  set  . $232.50 


RARE  1853  2  QUARTER 


Rare  1853/2  overdate  quarter  dollar 
without  arrows  or  rays.  Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  of  great  rarity.  As 
with  the  dimes  and  half  dimes  of 
this  date,  most  of  the  few  speci¬ 
mens  struck  before  the  weight 
change  anil  additions  of  arrows 
were  melted.  The  1855/2  quarter 
is  rare;  particularly  so  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition  .  200.00 

1935  Waitangi  Proof  Set;  six  coins 
in  original  case  of  issue.  We  note 
a  recent  ad  for  this  New  Zealand 
set  at  $200  in  the  June  "Scrap- 
book.'  This  fine  set  125.00 

Uncut  sheet  of  twelve  $2  notes; 
Julian-Vinson,  series  of  1928-E. 

Crisp  Uncirculated,  has  been  ad¬ 
vertised  well  over  $400.00.  This 
sheet  is  inexpensive  for  325.00 

Guttag  1925  reprint  of  Maris'  New 

Jersey  Cents;  like  new  .  12.50 


COIN  QUIZ 

Test  your  numismatic  knowledge.  Below 
are  questions  of  general  interest  in  United 
States  numismatics.  Score  yourself  as  fol¬ 
low’s;  8  to  10  correct,  excellent;  5  to  7 
correct,  good;  0  to  4  correct,  better  start 
studying. 

1  On  what  coin  did  the  motto  In  God  We 
Trust'  first  regularly  appear.' 
a.  1866  nickel,  b.  1866  quarter,  c.  1892  half 
dollar,  d.  1864  two-cent  piece. 

2.  The  Liberty  seated  device  by  Gobrecht 
was  first  adopted  for  use  on  the  dime  in 
which  of  the  following  years' 
a.  1836,  b.  1837,  c.  1838,  d.  1839. 


3.  The  counterstamp  CAL  appears  on 
what  quarter  eagle? 

a.  1834,  b.  1848,  c.  1854,  d.  1907. 

1.  The  Standish  Barry  threepence  is  attrib¬ 
uted  to  what  town? 

a.  Baltimore,  b.  New  Haven,  c.  New  Vork, 
d.  Boston. 


5.  Which  of  the  following  coins  exists  with 
a  twelve  star  obverse? 

a.  1829  half  cent,  b.  1832  half  eagle,  c.  1797 
dollar,  d.  1907  double  eagle. 

6.  SPECIE  PAYMENTS  SUSPENDED/ 
M AY/TENTH/ 185”  appears  on  a  coin 
in  which  of  the  following  series' 

a  Hard  Times  Tokens,  b.  Civil  War  Cents. 

c.  Colonials,  d.  Encased  postage  stamps. 

7.  In  what  year  w'ere  half  cents  discon¬ 
tinued  ? 

a.  1834,  b.  1857,  c.  1864.  d.  1889. 

8.  Cents  have  been  coined  continuously  since 
1793  with  the  exception  of  what  year? 

a.  1798,  b.  1805,  c.  1815,  d.  1933. 

9.  The  only  commemorative  coin  issued  in 
1918  was:  a.  Lafayette  dollar,  b.  Illinois 
half  dollar,  c.  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar, 

d.  Monroe  Doctrine  half  dollar. 

10.  The  dies  for  the  first  1793  Liberty  cap 
cents  are  generally  attributed  to; 

a.  Thomas  Birch,  h  Abel  Buel,  c.  James 
Atlee,  d.  Jean  Pierre  Droz. 

Answers  to  Coin  Quiz: 

1-D.  2-B.  5-B,  4- A,  5-B,  6-A,  "-B,  8-C,  9*B, 
10-D. 
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EMPIRE  TOPICS  is  pleased  to  present  the  following  original  icsearch  article  by 
II  alter  H  Breen  Walter  Breen,  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  graduate  of  Johns  Hopkins  Unit  er 
sity,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  numismatic  research  for  the  past  ten  years,  hi  addition 
to  being  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  " Numismatist "  and  the  'Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine,"  Mr.  Breen  is  the  author  of  several  numismatic  reference  works.  He  has  con¬ 
tributed  material  to  both  the  'Standard  Catalog"  and  the  " Guidebook  "  The  following 
article.  Blundered  Dies  of  Colonial  and  U.  S.  Coins,  contains  much  hitherto  unpublished 
information  and  should  be  of  interest  to  every  collector. 

BLUNDERED  DIES  OF  COLONIAL  AND  U.  S.  COINS 

by  Walter  Breen 


In  the  March  1957  issue  of  MANA  NEWS 
I  compiled  a  list  of  die  errors  found  on 
United  States  coins,  on  the  assumption  that 
.1  fair  number  of  readers  would  be  interested 
in  die-making  blunders  as  well  as  manufac¬ 
turing  errors.  Since  then  there  have  been 
many  other  discoveries  in  this  line,  and  some 
explanation  for  the  concentration  of  die 
errors  in  certain  periods  has  become  avail¬ 
able  I  have  therefore  decided  to  recast  the 
article,  extending  it  to  include  Colonial 
and  State  coins  and  others  generally  accepted 
as  early  American,  and  giving  the  historical 
background. 

In  this  list  are  all  the  self-evident  die  er¬ 
rors  I  have  been  able  to  find,  whether  cor¬ 
rected  or  uncorrected  However,  overdates 
are  not  in  general  included  except  where  the 
overcut  figures  were  plainly  unintentional. 
Ordinary  overdates  represented  the  use  in  a 
subsequent  year  of  dies  prepared  in  and  for 
previous  years,  e.g..  1806/5  quarter  dollar 
and  quarter  eagle.  This  is  even  true  of  over¬ 
dates  like  1800/179-  in  large  cents;  these 
dies  had  been  prepared  in  1798  (the  last 
figure  being  omitted)  for  possible  use  later 
in  1798  or  1799.  These  overdates  were  quite 
deliberate,  reflecting  Mint  economy.  On  the 
other  hand,  overdates  produced  after  the 
Mint  adopted  the  modern  process  (in  which 
working  dies  are  made  from  complete  hubs, 
including  the  dates,  and  numerals  are  no 
longer  hand-punched  into  dies)  are  errors, 
as  will  be  seen  under  the  1918/7  D  nickel. 
Recuttings  arc  in  general  not  included  here 
unless  the  first  cutting  was  in  some  gro¬ 
tesquely  erroneous  size  or  position. 

It  is,  of  course,  too  soon  to  try  to  answer 
the  question  that  lurks  in  the  dark  recesses 
of  almost  every  collector's  mind  How 
much  is  it  worth?" — but  by  way  of  substi¬ 
tute.  1  have  tried  to  give  a  reasonably  ac¬ 
curate  rating  to  each  coin  mentioned,  using 
the  Sheldon  eight  point  rarity  scale,  R- 1 
being  tlu  most  common;  R-8  the  rarest. 

DIE  ERRORS  ON  COLONIAL 
AND  STATE  COINS 

I  he  best  known  of  these  are  of  course  the 
reversed  N's  and  S's  on  the  Oak  and  Pine 
1  ice  coins.  Crosby  thought  them  private 


marks  along  with  the  rosettes  and  other 
ornamental  punctuations,  but  the  probabili¬ 
ties  are  that  these  reversed  letters  were 
simple  errors,  as  Sydney  Noe  suggests.  The 
reason  is  that  the  reversed  letters  always 
occur  on  those  varieties  showing  amateurish 
letter-forms  and  spacing.  On  the  later  large- 
flan  and  small-flan  Pine  Tree  shillings  these 
errors  result  from  haste  and  the  fact  that 
in  the  expanded  minting  activities  Hull  and 
Sanderson  had  to  call  in  apprentices  to  let¬ 
ter  the  dies.  Noe  points  out  that  around 
and  after  1675  there  was  a  strong  proba¬ 
bility  that  British  authorities  would  shut 
down  the  Boston  mint  and  perhaps  levy 
some  fine  or  other  penalty  on  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  for  having  usurped  the 
royal  prerogative.  Under  the  circumstances 
since  their  conviction  on  this  count  would 
be  a  certainty,  better  to  be  hanged  for  a 
sheep  than  for  a  lamb" — better  to  increase 
the  coinage  to  the  limits  of  the  Boston 
mint  s  capacity  so  long  as  this  remained 
possible. 


1.  Oak  Tree  Sixpences.  In  date,  2  first  cut 
reversed,  then  corrected ;  date  looks 
somewhat  like  "1650."  Noe  18.  R-7. 
Nos.  1-10  all  from  Boston  mint. 

2.  First  S  reversed  in  MASATHVSETS 
Noe  21.  Nearly  R-6. 

Oak  Tree  Threepences.  Three  S’s  re- 
versed.  Noe  23.  R-7. 


i  First  two  S's  in  MASATHVSETS  re¬ 
versed.  rosette  over  partly  effaced  IN. 
Noe  21.  This  is  also  R-*\  All  seen  are 
well  worn. 
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5.  Large  Pine  Tree  Shillings.  N  of  IN. 
hist  N  of  ENGLAND  reversed.  Noe 
4-5-6,  9-10.  R-l. 

6.  First  N  of  ENGLAND  (only)  reversed. 
Noe  7.  R-7.  (This  is  the  type  coin  with 
legend  beginning  under  tree.) 

7.  N  of  IN  (only)  reversed.  Noe  8.  R-2. 
(Type  coin;  NE  joined  on  reverse.) 

S.  MASATVSETS  (the  H  omitted);  .ill  live 
obv.  and  rev.  N’s  reversed — from  a 
single  erroneous  punch.  Noe  11.  R-4. 

9.  Small  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  MASASTHV- 
SETS;  all  hve  N’s  reversed — from  an¬ 
other  erroneous  punch.  Noe  12.  R-8; 
only  one  known,  collection  of  Eric  P. 
Newman. 

10.  Pine  Tree  Threepence.  D  in  ENGLAND 
reversed  (rotated  180°).  Noe  35.  R-7. 

11  (1659)  Lord  Baltimore  Coinage.  Six¬ 

pence.  MVLTI LICAMINJ  (should  read 
MVLT1PLICAMINI).  Unique.  Private 
collection,  ex  Llniv.  of  Pennsylvania, 
Robert  Brock,  H  I’  Smith  Parmelee 
294.  This  and  following  from  a  private 
mint  in  England. 

12.  Denarium  or  Penny.  Obverse  of  the  gen¬ 
uine  shows  R  in  MARIAE  first  cut  hori¬ 
zontal  (90°  rotated)  and  then  corrected. 
Other  letters  are  recut  but  only  this  one 
constitutes  a  die  error.  This  feature  is 
absent  on  the  counterfeits  sometimes  of¬ 
fered.  Three  known;  two  in  museums, 
the  third  (the  original  Mickley-Bush- 
nell-Parmelee  piece,  the  discovery  coin) 
in  private  hands. 

13  Mark  Newby  Halfpenny.  Large  letters 
cut  over  small  letters  in  ECCE  GREX. 
R-7. 

14  (1688)  James  II  Plantation  Token  or 
i  i  I’.o i  Real.  I  e ge nd  ends  in  ET  II B 
REX  (should  be-  ET  HIB  REX).  New¬ 
man  1-A.  R-8.  Tower  Hill  Mint,  London, 
as  in  Nos.  15-17. 

15.  Similar;  lazy  4  (rotated  90°)  in  24. 
Newman  3-C.  R-8. 

16.  (1694)  Elephant  halfpenny.  PROPRIE- 
TERS.  R-8. 

17.  Same.  Error  corrected;  PROPRIETORS, 
second  O  over  the  erroneous  E.  R-5  ? 
Incidentally,  the  Bolen  fabrication  is 
readily  identifiable  by  lacking  the  E  un¬ 
der  second  O. 

18.  Wood’s  Pre-Patent  Patterns.  (1717) 
Penny  with  branches  at  numeral.  This 
has  MI  in  reverse  legend  where  it  should 
have  IM.  The  legend  reads  BRVN.  ET 
LVN.  DVX.  (Duke  of  Brunswick  and 
Luneburg),  SA.  ROM.  ML  ARC-THE. 
ET  PR.  ELEC  (Arch-Treasurer  and 
Prince  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman  Em¬ 
pire).  where  IM  is  the  regular  abbrevi¬ 
ation  for  IMPERII  meaning  Empire;  Ml 


is  therefore  a  blunder.  Standard  Cata¬ 
logue,  p.  15.  R-8.  Nos.  18-21  struck  at 
Bristol  or  Seven  Dials  (London),  Eng¬ 
land. 

19.  Rosa  Americana.  1722  half  penny,  regu¬ 
lar  spellings.  In  date  17  over  72;  dot 
before  date  punched  over  a  partly  ef¬ 
faced  1.  Evidently  date  first  placed  too 
close  to  DULC1,  then  corrected.  R-7. 

20.  1723  Twopence.  Waldo  Newcomer  had 
a  specimen.  No.  3142  in  his  inventory, 
with  blundered  motto  on  ribbon  UTILE 
DLILI  It  cost  him  $200.  Not  located, 
but  probably  in  the  Garrett-Johns  Hop¬ 
kins  collection.  R-8. 

21  Wood’s  Irish  Coinage.  1722  Halfpenny 
second  type  (harp  right  as  in  1723). 
DEI  I  in  obverse  legend  (should  be 
DEI).  R-7. 

22.  Higley  Tokens.  1737  VALVI  Ml  As 
YOU  PLEASE.  Crosby,  figure  66;  plate 
VIII,  20.  Unique.  This  was  lot  276  of 
the  Parmelee  collection,  1890.  Granby 
(Conn.)  mint. 


23  Vermont.  Reversed  (rotated  180  )  C  in 
AUCTORI .  Ryder  50.  R-”.  Newburgh 
Mint.  This  piece,  struck  on  a  small  rude 
planchet  as  are  Rydei  i  and  the  last  <4 
the  Ryder  29  s,  was  evidently  a  late 
(17902)  production  of  Machin’s  Mill 
from  an  old  rejected  die  by  James  F. 
Atlee. 

24  New  Jersey.  P87.  CAESAREA  over 
CAESRREA.  Boyd  146  and  145  (latter 
with  sprigs  under  shield);  Maris  27-S 
and  27-j.  Rahway  Mint,  as  on  Nos. 
25-28.  Former  R-4,  latter  R-7. 

25.  r87.  PLURIBUS  over  PLUR1BSS.  Boyd 
147;  Maris  55-m.  R-4. 

26.  1787  over  1777.  Boyd  164;  Maris  42-c. 
R-6. 

27.  Date  uncertain.  CESF.REA.  Boyd  155; 
Maris  69-w  R-8,  only  two  known,  both 
well  worn. 

28.  1788  Head  left.  CAESAREA  over 
CAECAREA.  Boyd  174;  Maris  51-g  R-6. 

29.  1787.  E  PLURIBS  UNUM  (should  read 
PLIJRIBUS).  Boyd  303-4;  Maris  60-p, 
61-p.  R-5,  R-4.  Latter  has  a  die  defect 
on  mane.  Both  from  the  Morristown 
mint. 
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30.  1787  over  1887.  Boyd  506  and  50’’, 
Maris  35-W  and  3  5- J  (former  with 
sprigs  under  shield).  Respectively  R-8 
(two  known)  and  almost  R-7.  Elizabeth¬ 
town  mint  (1789).  Always  overstruck 
on  other  coins,  usually  Connecticuts  or 
halfpence.  NOTE:  Quite  a  number  of 
Jersey  coppers,  including  among  others 
Mans  obverses  15,  4  3,  44  and  -17,  have 
numeral  1  (shaped  like  a  J)  inverted. 
These  are  blundered  dies,  in  a  technical 
sense,  but  will  hardly  be  noticed  as 
such. 

51  Connecticut.  1787.  Mailed  bust  left. 
(Westville  mint  on  Nos.  31-52.)  Date 
1787/1877.  Miller  12-Q:  branch  hand 
divides  IN  DE.  R-7. 

32.  Date  1787  over  1788.  IND  ET  LIB  9-R 
and  15-R  (latter  with  CONNECT  ob¬ 
verse).  R-7  and  nearly  R-8. 

33.  INDL  ET  LIB.  Always  with  CONNECT 
obverse  and  heavy  die  break  at  IB  15-S 
R-7. 

54.  INDE  over  INDN.  Reverse  Z*  with 
five  different  draped  bust  obverses,  three 
of  them  very  rare. 

35.  INDE  over  IODE  (  ')■  332-Z21,  33>2- 

7.  ,  33  -Z  All  R-6  to  R-7 

36  INDE  over  FUDE  (evidently  the  engraver 
forgot  he  was  not  making  a  FUGIO 
die). Small  obverse  letters,  and  cinque¬ 
foils,  32^-aa;  large  obv.  letters  and 
cinquefoils,  328-aa.  Former  R-4,  latter 
R-7.  Both  these  obverses  later  used  in 
1788,  respectively  as  1788,  16  (formerly 
called  158)  and  162.  It  is  known  on 
other  grounds  that  the  same  engravers 
made  dies  for  Connecticuts  with  draped 
bust  to  left  (1  787-88)  and  Fugios.  James 
Jarvis  had  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
Westville,  Connecticut,  mint,  and  was 
the  chief  entrepreneur  for  the  Fugios, 
which  were  struck  (with  some  of  the 
Westville  equipment  and  on  planchets 
processed  by  the  same  machines)  at  a 
place  called  Morris  Cove,  on  the  site 
of  what  was  later  the  Broome  &  Platt 
store;  this  is  now  in  suburban  New 
Haven.  These  Connecticuts  and  Fugios 
have  the  same  letter,  numeral,  and  or¬ 
nament  punches,  including  large  and 
small  fleurons,  small  cinquefoils,  and 
others. 

37.  INDE  ET  LIR  At  least  sixteen  varieties, 
differing  in  punctuation  or  spacing. 
There  are  also  at  least  32  varieties  with 
the  B  in  LIB  altered  from  an  R,  but 
this  is  sometimes  quite  skilfully  done 
and  does  not  look  like  a  blunder.  The 
LIR  varieties  have  Miller  reverses  of 
types  u,  ff,  gg  and  fab. 

'  B  in  LIB  ovci  a  <  inque  foil  3  5 !  - 1 1 . 

•i  .  )3  i  Mm  typ«  i s  quiU 
common,  only  the  last  variety  being  a 
rarity  (R-8). 


39.  INDE  ET  LIB  (only).  378-LL,  37>2-LL. 
R- 1,  R-6  i < spectiv ely;  latte i  with  <  in 
CONNEC  very  near  wreath. 

40.  AUCTOPI;  ET  IIB.  40-kk',  42-ii,  42- 
kk- .  Various  punctuations.  The  first, 
with  two  blunt  stars  and  no  periods  or 
colons  on  obverse,  is  R-6;  the  others 
comparatively  common. 

41  AUCTOPI  (only).  40-N,  42-o.  R-7. 

42.  AUCTOR1  over  AUCTORO.  3322-IL 
Only  one  seen;  Boyd,  ex  Ryder  collec¬ 
tion. 

45.  AUCIORI.  38- 12,  38-GG.  R-3. 

44.  AUCTOBI/ET  LIR.  39*-ff2,  392-ee.  R-6. 

45.  AUCTOBI  (only).  39*-h  .  Just  about 
R-7. 

46.  CONNFC.  43'-V.  432-Xl  First  has 
dashes  between  cinquefoils  on  reverse 
and  is  quite  common;  second  lacks  them 
and  is  R-7. 

47.  CONNLC.  50-F.  R-7.  This  obverse  die 
always  shattered  when  combined  with 
the  1787  reverse.  It  appears  in  an  ear¬ 
lier  state  with  two  1788  dies  (see  be¬ 
low)  as  Obv.  17  of  that  year,  proving 
that  the  50-F  combination  was  struck 
in  or  after  1788. 

48.  On  reverse.  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  cinque¬ 
foils  altered  from  crosses.  332,-EE, 
33i0-EE.  Latter  shows  2nd  and  3rd  ob¬ 
verse  cinquefoils  likewise  altered  from 
crosses.  R-7. 

49.  1788.  Mailed  bust  left.  CONNLC.  13- 
A1.  R-6. 

50.  1788.  Draped  bust  left.  INDL  (only). 
l62-0.  R-5  to  R-6. 

51.  Same.  CONNLC/INDL.  17-0.  None  in 
ANS.  Probably  R-7. 

52.  Same.  CONNLC  (only).  17-Q.  Nearly 
R-7.  In  addition  to  the  above.  Miller 
lists  under  1786  a  number  8-0*  with 
what  appears  to  be  the  blundered  legend 
UCTORI  :  CONNNEC:  I  have  not  seen 
the  piece  but  from  its  photograph  am 
not  convinced  it  is  anything  more  than 
a  5^-0*  strangely  double  struck.  The 
various  obverses  of  Types  4  and  5  of 
1786  were  made  from  a  complete  hub; 
these  working  dies  differed  only  in  hand 
finishing  and  placement  of  punctuation. 
Double  striking,  with  the  two  impres¬ 
sions  at  a  suitable  angle,  could  account 
for  the  appearance  of  this  specimen. 
However,  this  conclusion  is  subject  to 
revision  when  the  Miller  coin  becomes 
available. 

5  3.  *1700  VOCE  POPULI  halfpenny.  R-8. 
From  the  picture  made  available,  this 
seems  to  have  the  two  zeros  from  the 
same  punch.  Frauds  could  be  made  by 
shaving  off  the  top  of  the  6  in  a  regular 
1760  halfpenny,  but  then  the  two  ci- 
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ph<-rs  would  he*  of  different  sizes.  Nos. 

issued  by  button-maker  Roche  «>f 
King  street,  Dublin. 

54.  1760  VOOE  halfpenny.  Actually  VOC.F 
has  the  C  cut  over  an  O.  R-3. 

55.  1760  VOCE,  with  inverted  (180°  ro¬ 
tated)  N  m  HIBERNIA  This  is  not  a 
reversed  N,  but  an  N  with  the  serif 
at  lower  right  instead  of  upper  left. 
Pictured  at  bottom  of  p.  32,  Standard 
Catalogue,  18th  edition. 

56.  1-83  GEORG  I  VS  TRIUMPHO.  Rev. 
VOCE  POPOI.I  (should  read  VOCE 
POPULI).  R-2,  possibly  R-3.  For  some 
reason,  almost  impossible  to  locate  in 
VF.  Mint  unknown. 

5"'.  1776  Pewter  Dollars.  CL  RENCY  Two 
brass  trialpieces  with  reverse  A  (links 
composed  of  dots),  a  few  more  brass 
with  the  die  recut  so  that  lines  join 
and  partly  cover  the  dots  (Newmans 
1-B,  R--),  and  one  silver  and  many 
pewter  (R-3)  specimens  with  the  reverse 
again  recut  so  that  the  dots  were  alto¬ 
gether  replaced  by  lines  (Newman  1-C). 
Nos.  57-59  issued  in  Philadelphia  or 
Lancaster,  Pa.;  see  Newman's  mono¬ 
graph. 

“is.  Same.  CL'RRENCEY.  Pewter.  Newman 
4-D.  R-8,  only  two  knowm.  Error  copied 
from  $1/6  Continental  note  of  Feb.  17, 
1776. 

59.  Same  dies,  corrected;  V  over  E,  square 
ornament  over  the  old  Y.  Pewter.  New¬ 
man  5-D.  R-8,  unique. 

60.  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  coppers,  l “*8 > . 
Blunt  rays;  CONSTELATIO.  Crosby 
3-C.  Common. 

61.  Same.  1785  variety  with  same  obverse 
die  as  preceding,  CONSTELATIO 
Crosby  I-B.  Scarce,  probably  R-3,  pos¬ 
sibly  R-4.  Both  the  preceding  coins  is¬ 
sued  in  Birmingham,  England,  then  the 
site  of  many  private  mints  and  the 
leading  manufacturing  centei  for  cop¬ 
per  coins  in  the  world.  Dies  by  Thomas 
Wynn,  probably  on  order  of  Gouver- 
neur  Morris.  The  P86  coin,  however, 
together  with  the  P85  imitation  show¬ 
ing  only  twelve  stars,  must  be  classed 


as  of  American  origin — maker  unknown, 
like  the  New  Jersey  imitations  known 
as  Maris  79,  80,  81.  83"  and  ”84." 

62.  PS-  Fugios.  Club  rays,  concave  ends; 
FUCIO,  the  C  instead  of  the  normal 
C».  Newman  2-C.  Borderline  R-8.  Nos. 
62-64  from  Morris  Cove  (Connecticut) 
mint. 

63.  In  date  1  cut  over  horizontal  1.  This 
comes  with  both  UNITED  STATES  and 
STATES  UNITED  reverses.  Newman 
10-G,  10- 1.  Both  R-7,  and  w'ell  up  in 
that  level. 

6-i.  On  reverse  ARE  cut  over  erroneous 
ONE.  This  is  Newman's  reverse  B.  it 
comes  with  obv.  1  (cross  after  date, 
low  R--')  and  dies  8  and  11  (compara¬ 
tively  common).  It  is  likely  that  similar 
errors  exist  on  other  Fugio  reverses, 
but  owing  to  the  miserable  condition  of 
most  of  the  scarcer  varieties,  l  have  not 
been  able  to  say  for  certain  that  the 
letter  irregularities  actually  represent 
such  corrections. 

65.  Washingtons,  P92.  Uniface  pew  ter  trial- 
piece  of  a  pattern  obverse  of  the  so- 
called  Roman  head  or  Naked  bust  cent  . 
PRESEDENT  instead  of  PRESIDENT. 
Made  in  Birmingham.  NOTE:  I  believe 
that  the  piece  purporting  to  be  a  Peter 
Getz  half-dollar  hut  with  obverse  leg¬ 
end  G.  WASHINGTON  PRESIDENTI 
is  a  counterfeit  made  long  afterwards. 

66.  (1795?)  NORTH  WALES.  Obverse 
reads  GEORGEIVS  WASHINGTON 
which  is  not  good  Latin  nor  good  Eng¬ 
lish  either.  Two  varieties  of  reverse; 
the  common  (R-3)  with  two  rosettes  at 
bottom  of  harp,  a  star  above  crown,  the 
rare  (R-8)  with  four  rosettes  and — 
oddly — a  fleur-de-lis  instead  of  the  star. 
The  former  usually  comes  in  brass  on 
a  thin  flan  with  plain  edge,  but  3  or  4 
specimens  are  said  to  exist  in  copper 
with  edge  lettered.  The  blundered  legend 
and  irrelevant  reverse,  together  with 
the  fabric  of  these  coins,  indicate  that 
these  are  bungtowns,  issued  in  England 
as  evasive  imitations  of  Regal  half¬ 
pence.  Maker  unknown. 

(To  be  continued  .  .  .) 
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AMERICA'S  FINEST  COINS 


FIND  I  HEIR  WAY  IQ  EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY.  INC 


When  You  Think  of  Selling  .  .  . 


Think  oi  EMPIRE 


EMPIRE  COIN  COMPANY  INC. 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


JAMES  F.  RUDDY 
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